PRESTIGE

ARE THERE ANY NEW
TRENDS THIS SEASON?

THE NAME MEANS EXCELLENT REPUTATION

In our industry trends are really based on

BY SARA BIANCHINI

say that as far as staircases are concerned,

who the architectural designer is. I would
a different trend is using perforated plates.
As for railings, glass is the most popular
trend at this moment.

H

ave you ever admired the newly renovated
exterior of a home? Perhaps a resplendent
custom staircase or a luxurious balcony

has caught your eye in Montreal’s East End (or
beyond). It is likely that this handiwork is attributable
to Prestige Aluminium, who have been providing
their high-quality services since 2009. I sat down with
the husband and wife team behind the company,

Filomena Calisto and Vince De Luca, to talk about the
ins and outs of exterior home renovation.

DID YOU TWO START THE
BUSINESS TOGETHER?
No, we didn’t. I was working for Visa. My husband is an electromechanic by trade, and he was working for a printing company. It was
brought to his attention that Prestige’s previous owner was selling the
company as he was close to retirement. My husband wanted to seize
this opportunity and see how far he could take the business. It was a
challenge for him as he knew absolutely nothing about this business.
At the time the company had four employees in a 4000 square foot
building space on Massé street in Montréal-North. Each year the
business kept growing and we kept adding working space until we
our own building of over 20 000 square feet and we now employ

TELL ME A BIT ABOUT YOUR
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES.

over 55 employees. When Vince purchased the company, I was on

All our products are custom made since no two homes are identical.

maternity leave after having had my daughter. I was ready to return

We offer all that is exterior renovation such as flooring, railings,

to my previous job in 2009, but my husband asked me to help him

staircases and balcony extensions. We have a dedicated team of

out temporarily instead. Today, I’m working with him fulltime, so I

installers with many years of experience. Many have been with us

guess it wasn’t temporary after all!

from the start and others joined the team along the way.

practically occupied the whole street. In 2018, we finally moved into
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TELL ME ABOUT AN INTERESTING
OR DIFFERENT PROJECT YOU’VE
WORKED ON.
One project that comes to mind was for a client who purchased a
country home by the water. The home was up on a hill and she
wanted to have access from the home to her dock by the lake. We
were asked to build a walkway through the forest. It was a huge team
effort to preserve the natural surroundings and not destroy the trees.
The walkway was over 100 feet through the forest.

WHAT SETS PRESTIGE APART FROM
THE COMPETITION?
Prestige has the manpower and ability to build according to your
needs, few companies can produce and support new construction
projects, offering welded railings in a timely manner.

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS FOR THE
COMPANY IN THE FUTURE?
We have grown immensely and our focus moving forward is to
maintain our clientele and continue to find ways to improve our
product and streamline our processes.

ARE THERE NEW MATERIALS
THAT ARE BECOMING POPULAR
IN THE INDUSTRY?
Although aluminium flooring has already been used in other countries,
it is now becoming very popular here in North America. Its look is
unique. Depending on the color chosen, you may have a wood color
finish, so you have the look of a wood floor without the maintenance!

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE A
LIFE WELL-LIVED?
We believe that a life well-lived is a balance between personal life
and work life. We believe in hard work and being proud of what we
accomplish each day. This pride is seen in our work and our repeat
customers keep reminding us of it. Learning new things is also part
of living well. At work, this is accomplished via different types of
projects and new challenges. At home, we teach our children the
benefits of hard work and not being afraid to try something new.
We can honestly say we have the best of both worlds. Surrounding
yourself with good people is always the recipe for success.
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