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A THE HISTORICAL AND LEGENDARY 

T
he love for auto racing in Europe stems back to the late 1800s when the first 

cars were introduced in France. In fact, the earliest auto competitions recorded 

were held in 1894 at the Le Mans circuit. It was not long until this “fever” 

spread to other European countries, with local car races organized and funded by the 

newly established automobile clubs popping up in major cities across the continent.  

It was not long after the first automobiles hit the Parisian roads that the first official 

Grand Prix came into being in 1906, organized by the Automobile Club of France. 

Grand Prix racing was not synonymous with world championship at the time, and 

it was only in 1950 that the World Formula 1 Championship was instituted. The 

international circuit in its early years featured a handful of players: FIAT, Alfa Romeo, 

Bugatti, Ballot, Delage, Auto-Union and Mercedes-Benz. It was not until 1949 that 

Ferrari entered the races, and participated in its first Formula One competition in 

1950 with Alberto Ascari as its pilot. 

I
taly soon began its own testing and became a forerunner 

in the automobile racing industry, organizing its first 

Grand Prix race in 1921 in the province of Brescia, and 

then building its first official racing track in 1922 in the city of 

Monza, in Northern Italy. As a matter of fact, the Autodromo 

Nazionale di Monza, now known as Monza Eni Circuit for 

sponsorship reasons, was at the time only one of 4 professional 

race tracks in the world.  The legendary circuit was actually 

built by the Automobile Club Milano, in the historical and 

word renowned Parco di Monza, in commemoration of its 

25th anniversary, only taking 110 days to build. It was a FIAT 

570 that inaugurated the route on July 28, 1922. The speed 

track experienced only a handful of interruptions through the 

years, first due to a catastrophic accident which took the lives 

of 22 spectators in 1928 (the track was re-opened in 1931), 

and then again during WWII, when the track was partially 

damaged due to bombings and had to be rebuilt, reopening 

in 1949. The course then experienced a final one year hiatus 

for reconstruction, and the 51st Italian Grand Prix was held 

in the city of Imola in 1980.
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MONZA ENI 
CIRCUIT FACTS

T
he Italian Grand Prix will be especially exciting for Italians this year as the 2019 

Formula 1 Gran Premio Heineken d’Italia will be the first race since 2011 to 

witness an Italian Formula One driver on the grid, with pilot Antonio Giovinazzi 

at the helm of the Sauber. Although the vast majority of Italian attendees will be cheering 

on the historical Scuderia Ferrari, it is always a special event when an Italian driver joins 

the race on home soil. 

This classic event never ceases to amaze and excite both drivers and fans. Its history chronicles 

an integral part of Formula One racing, one that has initiated legendary pilots and one that 

would not be the same without this historical race and speed track.

RACE LENGTH  

306. 72 km (11 turns)

CIRCUIT LENGTH  

5.793 km (53 laps)

FASTEST LAP 
1’.21”.046 by Rubens Barichello  
in 2004 with Ferrari

MOST CONSTRUCTORS’ 
WINS TO DATE 
Ferrari with 19

MOST PILOT WINS 
Record shared by Lewis Hamilton and 
Michael Schumacher (as of 2018)

T
he Italian Grand Prix is now at its 89th edition, of which 85 races have been 

held at the historical track. Following modifications to the Silverstone course 

in England a few years ago, Monza is now the fastest circuit on record with an 

average speed of 1’10” 119 set by the Finnish Ferrari driver at the time, Kimi Raikkonen, 

during his qualifying round at the Italian Grand Prix in 2018. From a technical point 

of view, the Italian circuit is quite unique thanks to its mix of long straights and slow 

chicanes. As any pilot who has driven on this speed track will attest to, the low down-

force circuit adds strain on the engines which are at full power for 80% of the lap, as well 

as on the cars’ gearboxes, which are also heavily used in the chicanes.

The Grand Prix is traditionally held the second weekend of September, with the small 

city of Monza seeing thousands of automobile aficionados arriving from throughout 

the peninsula and the world every year. The circuit grandstands can accommodate 

over 50,000 fans, with the entire grounds welcoming over 100,000 people. This is an 

impressive number of visitors, considering that the city only has 120,000 natives.
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