
FASHION
DESIGN
BY BARBARA COLACCI

ITALY’S TOP FASHION DESIGN SCHOOLS

1 

T
he rise of a new generation of fashion 

designers has come hand in hand with 

modern and innovative mediums, 

allowing creatives to express themselves in a 

multitude of ways and interdisciplinary training.

Behind us are the days where legendary founders of some of the most iconic fashion 

houses in the world learned the trade in family bottegas to then develop their 

skills with little or no formal training, relying solely on their one-faceted means of 

communication which was at the time, a pencil and a sketch pad.

It is a rarity today in the fashion world to not make use of or be influenced by 

technology.  Fashion schools, some dating back to the 1930s, have easily adapted 

and generated a legion of new designers that do not shy away from its use. In fact, 

old means collide with innovation to attract thousands of international fashion 

design students to some of Italy’s top design schools.

The Istituto Maragoni was established in Milan  

in 1935. 

This school is one of the most prestigious fashion 

schools in Italy, and the world, hosting hundreds 

of international students every year. Its incredible 

success has led the institution to open locations in 

Florence, London, Paris and Shanghai, with the 

Florence school opening only in 2016. 

It has once again been nominated as one of The Best 

Fashion Schools in the World 2019 by Business of 

Fashion (BoF) - Global Fashion School Assessment.  It 

also ranked 10th this same year in the Global Fashion 

ISTITUTO  
MARANGONI

The Marangoni Institute also offers more complex 3-year diplomas 

and post-graduate Master’s programs that focus on the fashion 

industry’s multi-faceted world, and include: Fashion Design, 

Fashion Styling, Fashion Business, Fashion Communication and 

New Media and Accessories Design.

Opportunities are also provided for students to gain practical 

experience through internships, and scholarships open to Italian 

and international students alike.

T
he school offers summer classes,   

semester-long courses and yearly 

programs that provide thorough 

instruction on the technical and theoretical 

concepts related to all fields of the fashion industry. 
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ISTITUTO  
EUROPEO  
DI DESIGN

ACCADEMIA COSTUME E MODA

POLIMODA FASHION SCHOOL

KOEFIA INTERNATIONAL  
FASHION ACADEMY

W
hen founder Francesco Morelli decided 

to establish the Istituto Europea di 

Design in 1966, his main objective was 

that of creating an international fashion school with 

Italian roots. It now has 11 locations throughout 

Italy, as well as in Spain, and Brazil, each focusing 

on different aspects of the trade. It proudly offers 30 

different 3-year diplomas and specializations, with 

over 60% of students hailing from abroad, and with 

the majority of courses now taught in English.

Accademia Costume e Moda is one of those rare 

schools that boasts both a prestigious reputation and 

a prestigious setting. In fact, its students are able to 

study with some of the world’s most experienced 

professors, all the while having a beautiful view 

overlooking Castel Sant’Angelo in Rome. The school 

was founded in 1964 by historic costume designer 

Rosanna Pistolese, who passed away in 2008. 

Academia Costume e Moda offers a series of fashion 

courses of various durations, including graduate 

and post graduate studies in Accessory Design,  

Fashion Editing, Styling & Communications, Creative 

Knitwear Design, as well as perhaps its most unique 

offering, Costume Design for Opera and Ballet. 

The Academia was also nominated as one of  

BoF 2019 Best Fashion Schools in the World 2019.

The Koefia International Fashion Academy in Rome, was founded by the 

Countess Alba Toni Brasini, also known as Madame Koefia, in 1951. What 

makes this school stand out from the others in this list, is its specialization 

in Italian haute couture, with only a handful of graduate and post-graduate 

courses focusing on the methodology of 3D paper-patternmaking, also known 

as moulage. In fact, its courses cover the full haute couture production process, 

from the paper pattern to the creation of a prototype. 

It offers annual courses, as well as 3-year graduate programs in Fashion Design 

Project Research and Fashion Design Couture Pattern Making and Tailoring, 

as well as a 2 year Master’s program in Italian Haute Couture Production. 

The school has ranked in the top 50 of the Global Fashion School Ranking 

2019, and believes in a full-immersion experience partnering with some of 

the industry’s most prestigious companies, including Brunello Cucinelli, 

Ferragamo, Fendi, Gucci, Trussardi, Armani and Valentino. 

The Polimoda Fashion School is considered to be an excellence center for 

fashion design.  Founded in 1986, this Florentine school has 3 locations within 

the city, including a design lab located in the heart of the city’s leather industry. 

The school provides a multitude of programs at all levels, including 3 and 

4-year programs in Fashion Marketing Management, Fashion Art Direction, 

Leather Technology, Design & Business Communications, Luxury Retail 

Management and Master’s programs in both Bag and Shoe Design. 

Polimoda was also awarded a prestigious recognition, ranking 11th out of 109 

other international design schools, in the Global Fashion School Ranking 

2019. Among some of its most successful alumnae is Massimiliano Giornetti, 

creative director at Salvatore Ferragamo. 

The school also offers Master’s Programs and specializations, and believes a hands-

on approach to education is crucial and necessary in the fashion business. The IED 

offers programs at all levels, and not necessarily solely related to fashion design. In 

fact, here a student can also find Master’s Programs in Product and Service Design 

and Food Event Design as part of its Continuing Studies Program. 

Mr. Morelli passed away in 2017 at the age of 76, but he accomplished his dream of  

establishing an internationally renowned school with an Italian flare that few others 

have been able to duplicate.

Some of its most famous alumnae, Frida Giannini and 

Alessandro Michele have both gone on to become creative 

directors of Gucci. 
I

t is no secret that students from all over world flock to Italian design schools to learn the trade.  Although some of the schools 

specialize in specific aspects of the trade, many offer a wide range of options for different student typologies. After all, one does not 

have to be a creative to love fashion. The fashion industry has made leaps and bounds in the past century, and even though, when 

inspiration hits, the go-to medium remains a sketch pad and a pencil, the introduction of different technologies has opened doors to 

dozens of different specializations and has allowed both schools and students to foray into new and exciting terrain. 
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