
BY LISA COLALILLO

A NEW PURPOSE
BUILDING

S
o many buildings have been given a new life 

and a new purpose even in a city as young as 

Montreal.  What if you knew the backstory to 

the restaurant you were sitting in?  Would it enhance 

your dining experience?  Would it stimulate more 

vibrant conversations at the table while savouring a 

glass of your favourite red wine?  Was the restaurant 

once a prison, a financial institution, or maybe even a 

place of worship?  Every place has its story, yet some 

are more captivating than others.  Here are just a few 

in our very own city of Montreal.  

Nestled in a 19th century building in what was 

formally Montreal’s first women’s prison, Da 

Emma was awarded a prize for its design in 1999.  

Enveloped in old stone walls and low beamed 

ceilings, this hidden gem no longer feels like a 

prison.  It sets the perfect intimate mood for a 

fine dining experience, accommodating up to 130 

guests inside and 70 on the terrace.  Lorenzo Aureli 

and Emma Risa transferred the restaurant from its 

original location on St. Laurent Blvd to its current 

location in 1998.  The restaurant serves traditional 

Italian food, with a specialty in Roman dishes.

Da Emma: 777 de la Commune St W, Montreal

Gibby’s is located in Old Montreal in a 200-

year old historical building formally known as 

the Youville Stables.  It was originally owned by 

the Sisters of Charity of Montreal, commonly 

known as the Grey Nuns, until 1960.  Today, this 

charming restaurant proudly displays some of 

its most prized features like its beautiful exterior 

courtyard, as well as its original interior stone 

walls, exposed-beam ceilings, and welcoming 

fireplaces.  The original Gibby’s was opened 

in 1969 in St-Sauveur.  Three years later the 

owners launched the second in Old Montreal.  

Considered amongst one of the best steakhouses 

in the city, Gibby’s serves the finest seafood and 

aged meats while also offering a wide selection 

of wines.   

Gibby’s: 298 Place d’Youville, Montreal
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This quaint Old Burgundy restaurant is housed in 

a former presbytery church originally built in 1861.  

A well-hidden treasure that can accommodate up 

to 40 guests.  With leather green banquettes aligned 

against an exposed brick wall, wood tables made 

from reclaimed church pews, and modern pendant 

lights, it provides an inviting and unassumingly 

stylish space to dine in. The restaurant’s owner, 

chef John Winter Russel, uses a locavore approach 

in the kitchen, focusing only on seasonal and local 

ingredients.  The menu consists of a four-course 

meal that varies according to season. Couple your 

meal with a well-selected bottle from the wine list 

to compliment your dining experience.  

Candide: 551 Saint-Martin, Montreal

Hoogan & Beaufort were two farmers who sold 

their land to CP Rail in 1879. The land was used 

to build CPR Angus Shops where railcars were 

manufactured, repaired and sold from 1900 to 

1992. Today, the area has been redeveloped 

to suit a more urban lifestyle. In 2015, chef  

Marc-André Jetté and sommelier William Saulnier 

opened their restaurant in the Rosemont’s 

Technopole Angus project, naming it after the 

original two owners, Hoogan and Beaufort.  Jetté 

and Saulnier wanted the restaurant to have a modern 

edge while preserving some of its historical features.  

Their demands were successfully met by the 

architects who created a modern industrial space 

with 28-foot ceilings, while retaining some of 

its original structures, like exposed brick walls, 

concrete columns and ceiling rails. The chef’s 

refined dishes are made from local products and 

prepared over a large open-fire pit.  Pair your meal 

with a suggestion from Saulnier’s well-curated wine 

list of private imports, or local and imported beers.

Hoogan & Beaufort: 4095 Molson, Montreal
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In 1907, the Royal Bank of Canada’s head office  

was transferred from Halifax to Montreal. Due 

to lack of space, a new 22-story skyscraper was  

erected in 1928 on St-Jacques street to accommodate 

its employees.  This spectacular building was once 

considered the tallest landmark in Canada. However, 

the Royal Bank moved its main office to Place Ville 

Marie in 1962, keeping one of its branches opened 

in the main hall of this historical landmark. The 

branch relocated in 2010, leaving this architectural 

jewel abandoned and open to new ideas.  

Mikael Cho, CEO and co-founder of Crew 

Collective & Café, found a new purpose and 

an innovative concept for the space. What once 

served as a bank in the main entrance of this iconic 

building transformed into a breathtaking café and 

co-working environment where meeting rooms and 

private workspaces could be rented to accommodate 

the needs of free-lance and remote workers. With 

50-foot high vaulted ceilings, marble flooring and 

brass chandeliers, this space is sure to inspire some 

fresh, creative ideas while working. 
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Time is of the essence, so why not order from Crew’s on-line menu, 

instead of wasting precious time in line. Your order will be served 

directly to your workstation so you can continue to be productive 

while sipping on a freshly brewed cup of coffee and enjoying a well-

earned, delicious meal.

This building’s fascinating story does not end there.  For a magical night 

of pure entertainment, make your way down to the building’s basement 

where you will be delighted to discover yet another of Montreal’s  

well-hidden treasures. What were formally two Royal Bank vaults have 

been converted into a luxurious and elegant night club named La Voūte. 

Today, the vaults have been connected to create a modern and open 

space, while preserving some of its original features like its imposing 

vault doors. Club La Voūte also offers a venue for private celebrations 

such as birthday parties and corporate events.   

Crew Collective & Café: 360 St-Jacques West
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